
Quarterly B.L.A.S.T.
Building Leadership and Advanced Scholarly Talents

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?

Engineering Design Process (EDP)
Students read the book Balloons Over Broadway which follows the life of Tony Sarg, the puppeteer
master behind the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade. Students were tasked to analyze the text and
identify the steps of the engineering design process that Tony followed. Afterwards, they created their

Objectives
We are learning to utilize higher order thinking skills through the use of Depth and Complexity
framework. This quarter, we incorporated these learning standards with our projects related to
circuits, research and inquiry, measurement, logic, and engineering.

Depth and Complexity with Rubik's Cube
This year, our GT program was lucky enough to participate in a
Rubik's lending program, www.youcandothecube.com. The program
loaned each teacher a 36-cube box to share with our students.
Students in grades 3-5 used Depth and Complexity to identify the
patterns, algorithms, and vocabulary of the Rubik's cube. They had a
lot of fun with this puzzler and many found great success! We hope
to build a Rubik's library of our own soon and are looking to expand
for �rst and second graders with 2x2 cubes.

Check out the steps here:
https://www.youcandothecube.com/solve-it/3-x-3-solution
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own marionette or balloon �oat based on literary characters and created
an animation project.

Parent Resources
Here are some activities you can check out as a family:
Logic:
https://logic.puzzlebaron.com/init.php

Coding:
Beginner: https://www.madewithcode.com/projects/holidayemoji
Intermediate: http://www.grinchhourofcode.com/
Advanced: https://groklearning.com/hoc/activity/snow�ake/

Here are some resources to help you better understand your gifted child:
Websites:
Gifted Challenges: https://giftedchallenges.blogspot.com/2019/10/what-many-parents-wish-experts-
knew.html
Mensa: https://www.us.mensa.org/learn/gifted-youth/parentteacher-resources/
Reaching Potential: https://www.theage.com.au/education/gifted-students-go-dumb-to-�t-in-
20120620-20ogw.html

Social Emotional Learning
If you were unable to make it to GT family night in November, but are
interested in reading this book, please get with your campus GT
Specialist.

This informative book examines the problems of gifted and talented
students and explains how they can make the best use of their
educational opportunities, get along better with parents and friends,
and better understand themselves.

***If you are reading this book together, we would love some
feedback! Do you love it? Is it helping you learn more about
giftedness? Please submit feedback to your campus Gifted
Specialist via email. Also, feel free to share photos of you and your
child enjoying the book together. Hutto Education Foundation is
seeking feedback with regard to the grant that was used to
purchase these books for our department. Thank you!***
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TAGT San Antonio
The four of us had the
opportunity to attend the GT
conference in San Antonio.
We all gained so much from
this professional
development and are excited
to bring it all back to our
classrooms.
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